Technique sensitivity in bonding to enamel and dentin.
Bonding to enamel and dentin has been among the most significant advancements in dentistry in the last five decades; extensive research and product development have resulted in more adhesive options. However, bonding to enamel and dentin still proves to be challenging, and selecting the correct product for a clinical application can be confusing. An incorrect choice can lead to insufficient bond strength. Day-to-day clinical factors, such as the presence of enamel, superficial dentin, or carious dentin, as well as contamination by saliva, blood, or bleaching agents, can cause bonding agents to be technique sensitive-they may fail prematurely if steps are not followed meticulously. This article attempts to simplify the selection process for enamel and dentinal bonding and summarize clinically relevant bonding information that will help produce consistently successful results.